Vista Transformation Pack - Getting Started FAQ

Q: What is the Vista Transformation Pack?

A: The Vista Transformation Pack (or VTP) is a system transformation pack which will change the Microsoft Windows XP/Windows Server 2003 interface to one closely resembling Microsoft's upcoming Windows Vista operating system. 

Q: What Operating Systems support the Vista Transformation Pack?

A: Currently, Vista Transformation Pack supports only 32-bit versions of Windows XP and Windows Server 2003. (64-bit compatibility is planned for future releases)

Q: Do I have pay for the pack?

A: Not at all. You can choose to donate to the author Windows X though or participate the Google's AdSense activity in www.windowsxlive.net

Q: What exactly does the pack do?

A: The transformation pack replaces many of the resources in Windows XP/Windows Server 2003. It can change such things as:

- Boot screen

- Welcome Screen / Logon Screen

- New msstyles files (visual styles)

- New desktop and file icons

- New toolbar icons

- Progress Dialogs

- Sounds scheme

- System Tray icons

- New Wallpapers

- Windows Media Player Skins

- And much more

Q: Does the Vista Transformation Pack come with other applications?

A: Yes. It includes:

LClock = Gives the Windows taskbar clock look a Longhorn style, with calendar and reminder note features.

thoosje's Sidebar = Give the Vista sidebar clones made from DesktopX's engine. It's fairly comparable to the real Vista sidebar

Blaero Start Orb = Give the missing top circle on Start Orb for msstyles

Styler = Give the more closer Vista looking toolbar style combined with VistaPerfection X4 toolbar skin

VisualTooltip = Give a function like Taskbar thumbnail in Vista (It also can be taskbar replacement like Dock)

Q: How do I install the Vista Transformation Pack?

A: Basically, you run the installer program and follow the instructions. There are a few different transformation options offered, including manual system files transformation and an option to not transform system files.

Q: OK, where can I download the pack?

A: From Windows X's shrine website (www.windowsxlive.net) and mirrors provided in website such jcxp.net, joejoe.biz, etc. or google 

Q: Do I need to be in safe mode to install the pack?

A: No. However it is an option, and is recommended by some in order to prevent all possible conflicts

Q: Will it mess up my computer?

A: If you follow the instructions, you will not experience any problems. Most problems are caused by people not reading and following the instructions.

Q: OK, but are there any bugs?

A: All minor bugs can be found or reported in Windows X's Shrine, JCXP forums. 

Q: Is there a way to remove the pack, or will I need to reinstall Windows?

A: The pack can be removed like any other program, through Add and Remove Programs in the Control Panel.

Q: Is there a way to install my Windows with Vista Transformation Pack?

A: Yes. There's setup integration option to apply your Windows setup files with Vista UI transformation.

Q: I've installed the pack but my computer doesn't look like Vista.

A: Go to Display Properties > Appearances Tab. Select a cool Longhorn or Vista theme and apply!

Q: I saw some transparency and glass on the screenshot. How come I don't have glass?

A: Glass window borders require Window Blinds 5 Enhanced by Stardock. You can make the entire window transparent by using the Glass2k program (www.chimes.tv).

Q: Okay this WindowBlinds program sounds interesting; where or how do I get it?

A: There are 3 ways.......

1. Buy WindowBlinds from www.stardock.com for $19.95US (WEB-DOWNLOAD ONLY). **RECOMMENDED**

2. Download the free public version from HERE (keep in mind that the free version does NOT support glass [the transparent look on borders] or other advanced features).

3. Buy WindowBlinds from www.stardock.com as part of Object Desktop for $49.95US.

Q: What is minimum graphic card required to run WindowBlinds 5 with smooth per-pixel transparency?

A: WindowBlinds requires only a DirectX 8, 64MB RAM graphics card (and Windows X used to use exactly that without any problem). It's certainly not as high as the DirectX9 card with 128MB RAM demanded by Vista! 

Q: My Windows runs slower after applying the Vista Transformation Pack, why?

A: Glass2k or WindowBlinds 5 demand some system resources in order to create window transparencies. It appears most issues are due to running Glass2k on older machines with lower specs. I'd recommend you not to install Glass2k if your machine isn't fast enough. (2.4GHz, 512MB RAM)

Q: I've installed the pack and everything is messed up.

A: As with any system transformation pack, it is important to carefully read and follow all instructions. Usually problems come from not following the instructions. Use XP's System Restore feature if you have created a restore point, and uninstall the pack. Then reinstall and follow all instructions.

Q: How do I know what this will look like?

A: You can find various screenshots in Windows X's shrine website > Projects > Enhancements > Vista Transformation Pack

Q: I've just installed updates from Microsoft and some stuffs has gone back to XP style. What should I do?

A: Go to Add or Remove Programs in the Control Panel, and select the Vista Transformation Pack. Click Change/Remove, and choose "Repair Transformation".

Q: Will I lose the original files from Windows Update if I uninstall the Vista Transformation Pack?

A: No. Vista Transformation Pack has a safefile feature which checks file version before proceeding with any transformation. If it finds the file is different to the one in the backup folder, it'll copy that file to the backup folder and so as uninstall also but reversely. Files will not be replaced with a file from the backup folder if it has a different file version.

Q: My icons have changed back to XP style. What do I do?

A: Same process as mentioned above, but choose the "Rebuild Icon Cache" option.

Q: Some of my programs won't work! Norton crashes while updating, etc.

A: These problems are caused by WindowBlinds, not the Vista Transformation Pack. Unload WindowBlinds every time you use a program that crashes with WindowBlinds. You could always uninstall WindowBlinds and use one of the many awesome msstyles included in Vista Transformation Pack. You can also set exclude applications from being skinned by WindowBlinds through the WindowBlinds configuration. If this doesn't solve the problem, try uninstalling the VTP, then reinstalling the pack without applying file processing dialog option.

